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Professor Nurit Peled-Elhanan is not a credible researcher of 
Israeli textbooks. 
She has used anti-Semitic language and offensive political language over many 
years, handpicking evidence to support her own preconceived notions, while disre-
garding a host of material that does not support her claims. These facts render her 
an unreliable textbook analyst.
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At a public rally in 2010, Peled-Elhanan engaged in anti-Semitic 
hate-speech, accusing Israeli politicians of greed, deceit, decep-
tion, and child killing.

[Israeli children have learned that] all the disgusting qualities 
which anti-Semites attribute to Jews are actually manifested 
among our leaders: deceit and deception, greed and the mur-
der of children.1

Later in the same speech she made reference to the ancient 
anti-Semitic trope of Jews stealing organ parts:

While accused of trading in transplanted organs, the unper-
turbed Government of Israel is engaged in trading in whole 
humans—for the time being.2

In a 2016 interview with Warscapes.com3, Peled-Elhanan com-
pared Zionism to ISIS:

There are very strong voices for peace inside and outside  
Israel, like The Jewish Voice for Peace and Jews for  
Palestine, which are challenging Zionist aspirations. In fact, 
most Jews did not choose Zionism. It’s important that Jews 
now fight for their own sake. What Daesh [ISIS] is to  
Islam, Zionist Israel is to Judaism.

In an interview in NRG (Makor Rishon)4, Peled-Elhanan returns to 
the Jews-as-child killers theme, while comparing Israeli leaders to 
the heads of jihadi organizations designated as terror groups by 
the international community.

Ehud Olmert and Ehud Barak, Hamas leader Ismail Hani-
yeh and Hezbollah are all equivalent: They enjoy watching 
children die.

She encouraged political violence, stating that George Bush de-
served to be killed in the 9/11 terror attack:

The person who is hurt is never the one who deserves it—in 
the tragedy of the Twin Towers, was George Bush killed? No. 
He should have been killed.5
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These attitudes are all reflected in her paper, “The Presentation of Palestinians in Israeli Schoolbooks of History 
and Geography,”6 and book, Palestine in Israeli School Books: Ideology and Propaganda in Education,7 in 
which she addresses Israeli textbooks through the prism of her bias and hatred.

In effect, she:

 � Distorts source material and invents data;

 � Omits key materials that do not correlate with her thesis;

 � Offers an illogical and biased interpretation of the evidence;

 � Presents a political agenda-based thesis and then works to find evidence to support it.

IMPACT-se has examined fifteen underlying assertions made by Peled-Elhanan.8 Through references to the 
textbooks she researches, we found contradictions, distortions and incongruities. We include here three 
examples.

Assertion 1: Glorification of Massacres
Peled-Elhanan claims that Israeli textbooks glorify massacres of Palestinians using examples of the massacres 
of Deir Yassin in 1948 and Kafr Qasim in 1956. She asserts that such massacres are depicted positively—even 
festively—in Israeli textbooks, thereby justifying future massacres of Arabs by Israel. 

No Israeli textbook glorifies massacres of Arabs or Palestinians. The text [below] describing the “occupa-
tion and massacre of Deir Yassin,” taken from the same history book9 “researched” by Peled-Elhanan—
and approved by the Israeli Ministry of Education for the 2019–20 school year—shows the exact opposite.

Contrary to Peled-Elhanan’s assertions, the curriculum textbook 
explains why the Deir Yassin Massacre represents a dark chapter 
in Israeli history. It states the “barbaric nature” of the actions, and 
acknowledges the murder of “mostly women, children, and the 
elderly”—which put a “stain on Israel’s struggle for survival and 
independence.” It resulted in feelings of “horror and disgust” among 
the Jews of Israel and shocked public sentiment worldwide.

In further contrast to Peled-Elhanan’s claims, two Israeli textbooks10 
she referenced teach that the Kfar Qasim massacre was con-
demned as unlawful by the Israeli leadership; the murdered victims 
were memorialized in a moment of silence in the Israeli Parliament. 
The books acknowledge the murder of forty-nine civilian residents 
of Kafr Qasim, including men, women, and children, resulting in a 
high profile trial that for the first time considered the issue of when 
Israeli security personnel are required to disobey improper orders.

Debunking Prof. Nurit Peled-Elhanan

The Deir Yassin Massacre put a “stain on 
Israel’s struggle for survival and indepen-
dence.” It resulted in feelings of “horror 
and disgust” among the Jews of Israel 
and shocked public sentiment worldwide.
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In an exercise, students are asked:

How can one explain the incident in which the Border Police shot at Arabs  
when it was clear to everyone that they were innocent and had no ill intentions?

A current textbook approved by the Israeli Ministry of Education for the 2019–20 school year and not re-
searched by Peled-Elhanan, states that:

In the case of the Kafr Qasim massacre, the most important element of the sanctity of life was grossly and 
arbitrarily violated . . . many were slaughtered without any deliberate provocation while those responsible for 
the massacre were not properly punished.11

Another book includes quotes from a 2014 memorial service attended by current Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin in Kafr Qasim.

I came here today, as a member of the Jewish people, as President of the State of Israel, to stand before you, 
the families of the victims and the wounded, and to mourn their memory together. The criminal killing in Kafr 
Qasim is an unusual and gloomy chapter in the history of the relations of Arabs and Jews living here.12

Assertion 2: The denial of Palestinian national & territorial 
identity is one of the core messages of Israeli textbooks

Debunking Prof. Nurit Peled-Elhanan

Peled-Elhanan asserts that the denial of Palestinian national and territorial identity 
is a core message of Israeli textbooks.

This is untrue. There are numerous examples of the term “Palestinian” and 
recognition of Palestinian national and territorial identity in the same books 
that Peled-Elhanan claims to have analyzed.

___
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The images below, taken from the two books Peled-Elhanan used,13 clearly demonstrated this.

The passage on the right, “Palestinian National Claims” explains how during the 1920s the Palestinians  
“separated themselves from Greater Syria and began to construct a unique national identity for themselves, 
centered on the claim ‘Palestine for the Palestinians.’”14

The bottom picture from another book includes an image of Palestinians demonstrating in Jerusalem a year 
after the Balfour Declaration (1918), along with an explanation that “Arabs in the land . . . saw Palestine as a 
national-political entity for the Palestinian Arabs living there.”15

The passage on the left titled “The Palestinian National Awakening Expands,” elaborates on the consolidation 
of Palestinian national activity in the region, including the publication of “new newspapers that printed articles 
about Palestinian national interests,” mobilization of Palestinian youth, and the creation of national Palestinian 
factories and banks.16

 

Assertion 3: Israeli schoolbooks never show Palestinian 
faces, only stereotypical “object-signs”

Debunking Prof. Nurit Peled-Elhanan

___
Claims debunked. 
Spectrum of images  
show Palestinian life  
including families, 
professionals, and 
politicians. 
examples on next page

Peled-Elhanan has claimed that Israeli textbooks never showed faces of  
Palestinians, but presented them only as “stereotypical ‘object-signs,’”  
such as farmers or rural figures.

In fact, there are dozens of images covering the full spectrum of Palestinian 
life—including portraits—in books she analyzed. The following images show 
a few examples of Palestinian families as depicted in the textbooks, including 
those pursuing various professional careers, as well as a number of Palestinian 
politicians.
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(Clockwise from top left: Palestinians protesting Jewish immigration in 1935; Palestinian family from the 
community of Tuba; passage mentioning Raleb Majadele, the first appointed Palestinian-Israeli Muslim 
minister in 2007; Palestinian-Israeli child and his family in which their culture and religion are discussed 
(the father is an engineer and the mother is studying for her Master’s degree); Yasser Arafat, the late 
Palestinian national leader and President during the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony along with Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres).17

References to modernization in Arab society directly contradict Peled-Elhanan’s misconstruction of a quote 
that describes Arab society as traditional and apprehensive of modernization.

Another textbook cited by Peled-Elhanan lists changes in Arab society, including modernization, decreas-
ing dependence on agriculture, hierarchical changes in society, increasing levels of education and more.18 
The image below explains some of the changes that have impacted Palestinian society.

The text reads:
Since the establishment of the State [of Israel], this society [the Arab society in 
Israel] has experienced modernization: the standard of education and living are 
constantly on the rise; agriculture, which has shifted to modern methods of culti-
vation, is no longer the main source of income; most of the population works in 
industry, services and trade; and an important change has taken place regarding the 
status of women—most acquire an education, and the number of women who work 
outside the home is rising. 19

This does not appear in her research.

As leading Israeli textbook researcher Dr. Yael Teff-Seker states:

There is a difference between claiming that Israeli [textbooks] could be improved in 
regard to their references to Palestinians, and to say that they are all racist, anti-Pales-
tinian and anti-peace. [As a whole], Israeli textbooks promote peace with the Palestin-
ians; depict their history in a balanced manner; and treat racism and war negatively.

By cherry-picking individual examples that “are either taken out of context or represent 
the exception to the rule,” Peled-Elhanan purposely misleads her audience regarding 
the content of Israeli textbooks and Israeli education.

Her unprofessional research methodology, anti-Semitic language, violent political ex-
pression, and extreme hostility to the society she is examining leave her entirely unsuited 
to textbook analysis and rigorous academic discourse.
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